YOU'VE^OT 





-^■v. 




"You've Got Questions" series is all about answering the questions our Middle School teens are 
wrestling with. Although we may not be able to answer every question, we can give insight to them and 
help the teens wrap their minds around their Faith in Jesus. 

Teens have questions and in a lot of ways need to get solid Biblical answers. Other teens are being 
asked questions in school, on sports teams and other places that challenge their faith. We need to 
equip these teens with the tools to answer these questions. 

This series seeks to do just that: answer questions and equip teens with tools to answer the questions 
they themselves are asked about their faith. 
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Week 3: Randomness and Evolution 

Is the World supposed to end in 2012? 

The Bible says: "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour" 
(Matthew 25:13). The new movie and the books based on a Mayan prophecy have been streaming into 
view, which causes much confusion. The same thing happened for the year 2000. In 1998 there was a 
scientist who unlocked what they called the Y2k catastrophe and if we didn't heed the warning 
everything would crash and all the information we'd been storing on computers for the last 20 years 
would be lost. Panic would happen and much bad would result. People took this as an end of the world 
thing. They made shelters, bought food, purchased generators and gas. I was a freshman in high school 
when Y2k struck and. ..nothing happened! It was a myth. No one will know when the world ends. When 
someone predicts a certain time, that just makes God say: "well, I'm not doing it that day". So, don't 
worry. We are to live our lives prepared for Christ's coming however, because we don't want to miss 
out on that day! 

People at school call themselves Catholic Christians, what do we call ourselves? 

Catholic means: total church. It was always meant to represent the whole movement of Christendom, 
so we also using the definition of the word Catholic are Catholic because we are part of the total church. 
However, Catholic is in today's world no longer means totality but is now its own denomination. We are 
called Evangelical Christians or Born-Again Christians. Our denomination is the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance and we are close to Presbyterians in our Doctrines. Sadly, "Evangelical Christian" now has a bad 
connotation, which means people equate it with bad things. If someone were to ask, the simple answer 
is we are Evangelical Christians. 



Why did Jesus instruct some people he healed not to tell about him? 

When Jesus did this, it was early on in His ministry. If you notice, most people didn't listen to 
him when he asked them not to tell. He explains in a couple of places that it was not yet time for him to 
be revealed, or not yet time for him to be handed over to be killed. If the religious leaders would've 
known right off the bat all that he had been doing, the likelihood would have been for them to conspire 
to kill him earlier. When they did try Jesus mysteriously disappeared. Of course most of these answers 
are mere speculation based off of context clues within the narrative of Jesus' life. No one can be 100% 
sure on why he asked them to remain silent but we can make some educated guesses. 
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Can you explain about the Giants in Gen. 6 "The Son's of God" 

This is a widely debated scholarly topic. There are three views that are argued for. The first is that the 
sons of God are in fact angels who fell from heaven and desired to mate with the daughters of men 
(human woman). This view was taken by most Jewish scholars and can be backed up in the book of 
Jude. Jesus in the book of Matthew says that angels can't be married, but never said anything about 
them mating with humans. 

The second view is that the sons of God were from the line of Seth, the righteous son of Adam and Eve 
who followed God and was a godly person. The daughters of men would then be the daughters of the 
evil Cain who killed his brother Abel. It was a sin for them to marry and mate with the daughters of men 
because it was believers shacking up with non-believers which caused a ton of problems. The only 
refute of this is the offspring of the two ended up being giants and heroes of men. 

The third view is that the sons of God were simply kings who mated with peasants. Taking away the 
purity of their royal bloodline causing the mutation in the offspring to be gigantic. 

Since there is NO pure evidence for either or against either it's sort of "pick of the litter" on which you 
want to take. However, if you choose option 1 you will find yourself in deep, murky waters that will 
probably bog you down in your understanding of God, angels and demons. The safest place to rest is 
that the sons of God were Seth's descendants and the daughters of men were Cain's female 
descendants. This way there is no confusion and no wandering around in the murky waters of 
demonology (the study of demons). If you have any more questions on this I have a couple books you 
can read to further help you develop which belief you want to fall on. 



If church and state are separate then why do science teachers teach atheism? 

They can get away with this by playing with words. (A) Theism means the absence of faith, which means 
no religion. Teachers can get away with it by saying they are not teaching religion because they are 
purely using logic to explain what's in the curriculum. They also don't say "there is no God" but rather 
hint to there being no God by asking: "So, logically, we can't see where God fits, can we?" In so doing 
they are asking questions to "make kids think" and are not "promoting any religious views". 
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If people say we evolved from apes, what do they think we will evolve into? 

Many people have differing views on this. However, the main theory is that eventually we will become 
superhuman and in effect have unnatural abilities that will help further the human race. Shows like 
"Heroes", "X-Men" , "Spiderman" and other super hero shows although are comics now and seem 
"irrelevant" they were written in the mode of thinking that someday people will evolve with powers 
similar to these. That may seem "out there" but that's why those shows are considered "Science 
fiction" because the fictitious nature of those shows is based on some sort of scientific thought. 



How old is planet earth, really? 

This is another highly debated topic, even among Christians. There are basically two views called Young 
Earth and Old Earth. Young Earthers believe that the earth is approx. 10,000 years old whilst Old 
Earthers believe it to be 4.5 billion years old. The main evidence the Old Earthers have is that through 
carbon dating they have discovered dirt, rocks and sediment that can be carbon dated to 4.5 billion 
years ago. Carbon dating works basically by taking an object and seeing how much carbon is on, in or 
residually around it. They have made educated guesses as to what the carbon content should be for a 
certain number of years back. Basically the less carbon, the older the object; the problem with this is its 
all based on theory. They assume that 4.5 billion years ago there was a certain amount of carbon on 
objects, but there is no way to prove this theory. They are utilizing their "belief system" of the 
evolutionary theory in order to make these theories. They say that young earthers are blinded by their 
faith. ..yet they themselves have more faith in 3lbs. of meat (there brain) than they do in a Creator. The 
Bible says that man was here from the beginning of the world (a couple days removed from it's 
beginning). The ages of the men who lived are recorded and when traced back we see approx. 10,000 
years of History. Job records seeing large animals roaming around named Leviathan (Job 3:8) and The 
Behemoth (Job 40:15-24) which are basically dinosaurs! Scientist say dinos died off millions of years 
before humans existed. ..this simply isn't true! They've believed in their carbon dating so much that they 
are blinded by some hard evidence to the contrary. I would say approx. 10,000 years old. 



How long did it take God to create earth? Was it really a week? 

Again, as in any good question there is tons of debate. The Hebrew word for "day" can be translated 
either a unit of time from sunset to sundown or as the word "age". Some people want to say that the 
word "age" doesn't have to be day as we know it but could be a larger unit of time. The problem with 
this function is that it negates the power of God and changes the entire intent of the passage. Also, the 
word for day can be translated "battle" but God didn't create the world in a battle but a day meaning 
sunset to sundown ! So I do believe it was only a week yes. 
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Why do they allow us to do book reports on non-Christian books and not Christian ones? 

This is a question I can't fully answer because I am not in the public school system. My guess is 
that they don't want you doing an oral report in class that will be on a religious topic. If they allow that 
to be proclaimed to the class, people will have a big problem with it and it may cause issues. 



